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One hundred yea r s  have elapsed since the birth and 30 yr .  since the death of P r o f e s s o r  Vladimir  
Vasi l 'evich Chelintsev, the well-known Soviet chemist ,  Corresponding-Member  of the Academy of Sciences 
of the USSR (AS USSR), and honored scientist  of the RSFSR. 

A native of Saratov, he finished high school there but received his higher education at Moscow University, 
where he graduated from the chemis t ry  depar tment  of the physicomathematical  faculty. The bri l l iant  talent of 
the r e s e a r c h e r  drew the attention of his teachers ,  and P r o f e s s o r  Chelintsev remained at Moscow University,  
where from 1900 to 1918 he proceeded f rom a labora tory  worker  to a p ro fe s so r  of the department of organic 
chemist ry .  

F r o m  1918 to 1947 P r o f e s s o r  Chelintsev headed the Saratov school of chemists  and for almost  30 yr .  
was the permanent  head of the department of organic chemis t ry  of N. G. chernyshevski i  Saratov University.  

The period of P r o f e s s o r  Chel intsev 's  r e sea rch  at Moscow Universi ty was exceptionally fruitful. He was 
the f i rs t  to attempt to elucidate the mechanism of Grignard react ions and the role of diethyl e ther  in them. 
These c lass ica l  studies led to a sys temat ic  study of the ability of oxygen-,  nitrogen-, and sulfur-containing 
heteroorganic  c o m p o u n d s -  e thers ,  es te rs ,  aldehydes, ketones, acids, amines,  sulfides, and heterocylcic  com-  
pounds - to display "higher valences."  P r o f e s s o r  Chelintsev 's  r e sea rch  on natural complexes - chlorophyll 
and hemin - was a logical development of his studies in the area  of onium complexes.  In elucidating the 
peculiar i t ies  of the s t ructure  of chlorophyll  and the chemical  mechanism of the assimilat ion p rocess ,  P ro fe s -  
sor  Chelintsev developed methods for the preparat ion of many pyr ro le  derivat ives:  glycols,  aldehydes, mono- 
and diearboxylic acids,  halo-substi tuted compounds, etc. He also studies the condensation of pyr ro le  with 
carbonyl compounds - formaldehyde,  acetone, methyl  ethyl ketone, cyclohexanone, etc.,  He established that 
pyr ro le  tends to form four - r ing  complex sys tems s imi lar  to those that form the foundation of chlorophyll and 
that if products  of condensation with two heteror ings  are  formed during the reaction, they are  readily converted 
to four - r ing  pyr ro le  compounds. 

In 1930 P r o f e s s o r  Chelintsev began extensive r e sea rch  on furan compounds. He studied the condensation 
react ions of furfural  with aldehydes, ketones, and other organic compounds and methods for  the prepara t ion of 
and proper t i es  of alcohols,  ketones, and acids of the furan ser ies .  He also developed methods for the de te r -  
mination of smal l  amounts of furfural ,  as well as acetone, formaldehyde,  or  acetaldehyde, on the bas is  of color  
reactions with furfural .  He studied the possibi l i ty of the prepara t ion of furfural  f rom diverse plant raw ma te r i -  
als in order  to organize its industrial  production. 

During the course  of his entire creat ive activity P r o f e s s o r  Chelintsev displayed great  interest  in the 
natural r e sources  of the land along the Volga and of the entire country and studied the possibi l i t ies  for their  
util ization to fulfill the needs of the national economy. He conducted extensive r e sea rch  on lower Volga bitu- 
minous shales and natural  gas, on the cracking of pet roleums of the land along the volga, etc. He was the 
init iator of and a consultant in the construct ion of a petroleium refining plant in Saratov. He was also a member  
of the committee on chemizat ion of the State Planning Commiss ion  of the USSR. His varied activity constitutes 
an example of a talented and intelligent combination of l a rge - sca le  theoret ical  r e sea rch  and the solution of 
prac t ica l  problems.  He published N 100 scientific papers ,  17 monographs,  textbooks,pamphlets,  and more  than 
200 papers  devoted to the study of the natural  r e sources  of the country, the his tory of chemis t ry ,  and various 
technical problems.  
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Professor  Chelintsev was a brilliant lec turer  and teacher,  presented inspiring lectures in organic chem- 
istry,  knew how to present  the most complex problems in a simple manner, and was an active public figure. 
Thus in 1928 he organized the Saratov branch of the D. I. Mendeleev Chemical Society and headed it until his 
death, was a member  of the Bureau of Mendeleev Chemical Conferences, etc. His native land held his work 
in high esteem and awarded him two Orders of the Worker 's  Red Banner. 
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